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Rural Utilities Service, USDA § 1710.4

to improve the quality of electric serv-
ice or to increase the quantity of elec-
tric power available to RE Act bene-
ficiaries. 

TIER means Times Interest Earned 
Ratio of the borrower calculated as:

TIER
A B

A
=

+

Where:

All amounts are for the same calendar year 
and are based on the RUS system of ac-
counts and RUS Forms 7 and 12. References 
to line numbers in the RUS Forms 7 and 12 
refer to the June 1994 version of RUS Form 
7 and the December 1993 version of RUS 
Form 12, and will apply to corresponding 
information in future versions of the 
forms; 

A=Interest expense on total long-term debt 
of the borrower, which equals Part A, Line 
15 of RUS Form 7 or Section A, Line 22 of 
RUS Form 12a, except that interest ex-
pense shall be increased by 1⁄3 of the 
amount, if any, by which restricted rentals 
of the borrower (Part M, Line 3 of RUS 
Form 7 or Section K, Line 4 of RUS Form 
12h) exceed 2 percent of the borrower’s eq-
uity (RUS Form 7, Part C, Line 36 [Total 
Margins & Equities] less Line 26 [Regu-
latory Assets] or RUS Form 12a, Section B, 
Line 38 [Total Margins & Equities] less 
Line 28 [Regulatory Assets]); and 

B=Patronage Capital or Margins of the bor-
rower, which equals Part A, Line 28 of RUS 
Form 7 or Section A, Line 35 of RUS Form 
12a.

Total Assets means Part C, Line 26 of 
RUS Form 7 (distribution borrowers) or 
Section B, Line 27 of RUS Form 12a 
(power supply borrowers). 

Total Utility Plant means Part C, Line 
3 of RUS Form 7 (distribution bor-
rowers) or Section B, Line 27 of RUS 
Form 12a (power supply borrowers). 

Transmission Facilities means all elec-
trical lines and related facilities, in-
cluding certain substations, used to 
connect the distribution facilities to 
generation facilities. They include 
bulk transmission and subtransmission 
facilities. 

Urban area is defined by the Bureau 
of the Census as an area comprising all 
territory, population, and housing 
units in urbanized areas and in places 
of 2500 or more persons outside urban-
ized areas. More specifically, ‘‘urban’’ 
consists of territory, persons, and 
housing units in: 

(i) Places of 2500 or more persons in-
corporated as cities, villages, boroughs 
(except in Alaska and New York), and 
towns (except in the six New England 
States, New York, and Wisconsin), but 
excluding the rural portions of ‘‘ex-
tended cities.’’ 

(ii) Census designated places of 2500 
or more persons. 

(iii) Other territory, incorporated or 
unincorporated, included in urbanized 
areas. 

Urbanized area means an urbanized 
area as defined by the Bureau of the 
Census in notices published periodi-
cally in the FEDERAL REG-
ISTER.Generally an urbanized area is 
characterized as an area that com-
prises a place and the adjacent densely 
settled territory that together have a 
minimum population of 50,000 people. 

(b) Rules of Construction. Unless the 
context otherwise indicates, ‘‘includes’’ 
and ‘‘including’’ are not limiting, and 
‘‘or’’ is not exclusive. The terms de-
fined in paragraph (a) of this part in-
clude the plural as well as the singular, 
and the singular as well as the plural. 

[57 FR 1053, Jan. 9, 1992; 57 FR 4513, Feb. 5, 
1992, as amended at 58 FR 66263, Dec. 20, 1993; 
59 FR 495, Jan. 4, 1994; 59 FR 66440, Dec. 27, 
1994; 60 FR 3730, Jan. 19, 1995; 60 FR 67400, 
Dec. 29, 1995; 65 FR 14786, Mar. 20, 2000; 68 FR 
37953, June 26, 2003]

§ 1710.3 Form and bulletin revisions. 
References in this part to RUS or 

REA forms or line numbers in RUS or 
REA forms are based on RUS or REA 
Form 7 and Form 12 dated December 
1992, unless otherwise indicated. These 
references will apply to corresponding 
information in future versions of the 
forms. The terms ‘‘RUS form’’, ‘‘RUS 
standard form’’, ‘‘RUS specification’’, 
and ‘‘RUS bulletin’’ have the same 
meanings as the terms ‘‘REA form’’, 
‘‘REA standard form’’, ‘‘REA specifica-
tion’’, and ‘‘REA bulletin’’, respec-
tively, unless otherwise indicated. 

[59 FR 66440, Dec. 27, 1994]

§ 1710.4 Exception authority. 
Consistent with the RE Act and other 

applicable laws, the Administrator 
may waive or reduce any requirement 
imposed by this part or other RUS reg-
ulations on an electric borrower, or a 
lender whose loan is guaranteed by 
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